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2012 saw the return of the photo challenges 
posted on the web site photochallenge.org.

There was only one challenge for the year. The 
idea was to select a color each month. During 
the month, look for opportunities to make photo-
graphs that highlight that color. Then, share your 
nine best images of that color each month.

Having such a broad theme to work with every 
month made finding subjects much easier than it 
would have been with a more specific theme, 
and nine photos a month is an average of a 
photo every three days. That’s a goal that is 
reachable!

For the first six months, I decided to use the col-
ors of the rainbow: Red, Orange, Yellow, Green, 
Blue, and Violet. After those colors were finished, 
I went with Brown, White, and Black. For Octo-
ber, I selected Pink, which turned out to be a 

good choice. October is also National Breast 
Cancer Awareness Month, and they use the 
color pink in their campaign. Because of this, 
many pink things started showing up over the 
course of the month.

For the last two months of the year, I selected the 
metallic colors of Silver and Gold. These are 
more challenging to photograph, and it took 
more work to find suitable subjects and to shoot 
them in a way that worked. But the holiday 
months see the introduction of lots of metallic 
decorations, so there were plenty of subjects to 
be found.

Here are the results of the challenge. Nine im-
ages each month, for a total of 108 images, each 
focused on a single color. Enjoy!

THE CHALLENGE

i

http://photochallenge.org
http://photochallenge.org


The color of blood, a ruby, and strawberries, red is next to orange at the end of the visible spectrum of light. 
Red is commonly associated with danger, sacrifice, passion, fire, beauty, blood, anger, socialism and com-
munism, and in China and many other cultures, with happiness.
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JANUARY - RED

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Red


	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



The color orange takes its name from the orange fruit. On the spectrum of light, it is located between red 
and yellow. In Europe and America, orange is commonly associated with amusement, the unconventional, 
extroverts, activity, danger, taste and aroma, the autumn season, and Protestantism. In Asia, it is an impor-
tant symbolic color of Buddhism and Hinduism.
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FEBRUARY - ORANGE

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orange_(colour)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Orange_(colour)


	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



The color of gold, butter, or ripe lemons. In the spectrum of visible light, yellow is located between green and 
orange. Yellow is commonly associated with gold, sunshine, reason, optimism and pleasure, but also with 
envy, jealousy and betrayal. It plays an important part in Asian culture, particularly in China.
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MARCH - YELLOW

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yellow
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yellow


	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



The color of emeralds, jade, and growing grass. In the continuum of colors of visible light it is located be-
tween yellow and blue. Green is the color most commonly associated with nature and the environmental 
movement, Islam, spring, hope and envy.
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APRIL - GREEN

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Green
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Green


	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



The clear sky and the deep sea are both the color blue. On the optical spectrum, blue is located between 
violet and green. In the English language, blue often represents the human emotion of sadness. In China, 
the color blue is commonly associated with torment, ghosts, and death. In a traditional Chinese opera, a 
character with a face powdered blue is a villain.
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MAY - BLUE

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Blue


	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



Taking its name from the flower, violet is a bright bluish purple color. On the traditional color wheel used by 
painters, it is located between blue and red. Violet is at the lower end of spectrum of light. In western culture, 
violet is the color most commonly associated with the extravagant, the individualist, ambiguity, the unconven-
tional, and the artificial.
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JUNE - VIOLET

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Violet_(color)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Violet_(color)


	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



A common color in nature, brown denotes a range of composite colors produced by a mixture of orange, 
red, rose, or yellow with black or gray. The term is from Old English brún, in origin for any dusky or dark 
shade of color. Many soils are brown, many kinds of wood and the bark of many trees are brown, and a large 
number of mammals and predatory birds have a brown coloration.
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JULY - BROWN

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brown
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Brown


	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



The color of pure snow or milk, white is the color of light that contains all of the wavelengths of the visible 
spectrum without absorption. It is the opposite of black. In Western culture, white is the color most often as-
sociated with innocence, perfection, the good, honesty, cleanliness, the beginning, the new, neutrality, light-
ness, and exactitude.
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AUGUST - WHITE

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/White


	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



The color of coal, ebony, and the night sky, black is the very darkest color: the result of the absence of or 
complete absorption of light. It is the opposite of white. In the Western World, it is the color most commonly 
associated with mourning, the end, secrets, magic, power, violence, evil, and elegance.
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SEPTEMBER - BLACK

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black


	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



Sometimes referred to as “the color of love”, pink is any of the colors between bluish red (purple) and red, of 
medium to high brightness and of low to moderate saturation. Pink is commonly used for Valentine's Day 
and Easter, and is considered a feminine color in many western cultures. The use of the word for the color 
"pink" was first recorded in the late 17th century.
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OCTOBER - PINK

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pink
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pink


	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



Representing of the color of polished silver, this is a metallic color tone resembling gray. The silver screen is 
a poetic name for a motion picture screen. This metaphor derives from the early 20th century, when all mov-
ies were filmed in black and white. Some screens of the era used metallic silver as a reflecting agent. They 
were literally silver (coated) screens.
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NOVEMBER - SILVER

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silver_(color)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Silver_(color)


	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



Sometimes referred to as golden, gold is one of a variety of yellow-orange color blends used to give the im-
pression of the color of the metallic element gold. The first recorded use of golden as a color name in Eng-
lish was in 1300 to refer to the element gold and in 1423 to refer to blond hair.
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DECEMBER - GOLD

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gold_(color)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gold_(color)


	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



	



2012 Color Challenge by Jeremy Brooks is licensed under a Creative 
Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported Li-
cense.

Based on a work at 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/jeremybrooks/sets/72157629007936459/

Some information from Wikipedia has been used under the CC-BY-SA 
Creative Commons license.

ABOUT
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Jeremy is a software engineer and photographer living and working in 
the San Francisco Bay area. When he is not behind the lens, you can 
find him on Twitter, Flickr, and Instagram.
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